
College Diversity Roundtable Meeting Minutes 
November 17, 2015 

Gamble Room 
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM 

 
In light of current events, it seems appropriate for us to have an open forum for our community 
and members of the College Diversity Roundtable (CDR) to discuss the racial tensions occurring 
at other college campuses as well as on our own. A safe space for our community to talk about 
the impact of Yik Yak and other Bias Related Incidents was created.  
 
Yik Yak Update: 
 
Special Guests from University Public Safety: Gerald Pickering, Deputy Director, and Lt. Joseph 
Reed, Patrol Supervision & Student Programs gave an update on Yik Yak. In regards to the 
offensive Yaks from November 2014 – the Department of Public Safety filed two requests in 
February 2015 to have the information removed and were denied both times. They also filed a 
Grand Jury Subpoena from the Rochester District Attorney’s office in order to obtain the 
information stating that these posts violated our student code of conduct. In March, the Office of 
Counsel emailed a letter to Yik Yak demanding the removal of the offending posts, suspension 
of user privileges of the poster, and identification of the poster. Rick Crummins of the Office of 
Counsel was in communication with Yik Yak. In response, Yik Yak confirmed that they banned 
one of the posters and asked us to send any additional posts that could help them identify the 
other posters. Currently Yik Yak only releases the cell phone number and IP address of a post if 
there is threat of an active shooting. Yik Yak has been more responsive now that it had been 
earlier in the year.   
 
**Since this meeting, there has been additional information relayed to our community. Please 
see the Briefing on Yik Yak Issues for more information.  

 
• Save the dates for these Spring semester events:  

o Conversation on Race (Jan. 18, 2016: 7 PM – 9 PM, Haven’s Lounge) 
o Conversation on Race & Poverty (Jan. 25, 2016: 7 PM – 9 PM, Friel Lounge, Susan B. 

Anthony Hall) 
o CDR Meeting (Feb. 2, 2016: 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM, Stackel Conference Room) 
o Posse Plus Retreat (Feb. 5-7, 2016) 
o CDR Meeting (Mar. 1, 2016: 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM, Stackel Conference Room) 
o Joint Collegiate Black Student Summit (Mar. 4-6, 2016) 
o CDR Meeting (Apr. 5, 2016: 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM, Stackel Conference Room) 

 
• Upcoming Events:  

o Celebrate International Education Week (Nov. 16-20)  
o “I Stand With MU” (Nov. 20) – U of R Students will stand in 

solidarity with Mizzou. “Let's come out and show our support 
for fellow students in their plight against systematic racism and 
oppression. We at the University of Rochester refuse to ignore 
the connections between our struggles. Therefore, we will be 
joining Missouri, Yale, Ithaca and colleges around the nation in 
protesting not only the anonymous social media platform, Yik 
Yak but also the university’s continuous systematic failures in 
addressing the needs of marginalized and minority groups here 
on campus. Any support is appreciated. If you will be joining 
us, please wear ALL BLACK.” – Charlisa Goodlet 
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